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Profession:

Biologist

Professional interest:  Malacofauna; Zoobenthos; Coastal lagoons; Marine ecosystem.    

Key Professional Qualifications:

	Date
	Location
	Qualification

	April 2005
	Italy
	Ecological assessment of the coastal lagoons.

	November 2004
	Italy
	Inventory methods of the Coastal Mediterranean habitats. 

	September 2004 
	Italy
	Study and management of underwater Marine Protected Areas.

	Jan. 2004 – April 2004
	Italy
	Qualification on Malacology.

	March – April 2001
	Italy
	Qualification on marine biology.

	June1999
	Italy
	Training course on studying and management of marine benthic habitats.

	November 1999
	Macedonia
	Training course on studying of freshwater ecosystems and zoobenthos.

	August 1998 – January 1999
	Germany
	Qualification on Malacology.

	June 1996
	Czech Republic 
	Training on management of the protected areas.

	March 1996
	Ireland
	Training on human impact on natural environment.


Education:

	Institution


	 Date from - Date to 
	Degree(s) or Diploma(s) obtained:

	University of Tirana
	2000 - 2004
	Doctor of Biological Sciences

	University of Tirana
	1997 - 1999
	Master of Biological Sciences

	University of Tirana
	1991 - 1996
	Biologist


Employment Record:

	Date
	Location
	Description

	1996 – to date
	Faculty of Natural Sciences, University of Tirana.
	Hydrobiologist; Lecturer of Invertebrate Zoology and Hydrobiology


Project assignments:

	Date
	Location
	Company
	Position
	Description

	2007 – to date
	Saranda
	COWI
	Expert
	Environmental Impact Assessment of the benthic habitats for restoration of Saranda Harbor. 

	2006 – to date
	Tirana
	APAWA – WB, GEF, LSIEMP
	Team leader
	Preparation of the Strategic Action Plan (SAP) for Shkodra Lake.

	2006 – to date
	Tirana
	APAWA – WB, GEF, MEFWA
	Team leader
	Preparation of the National Action Plan for protection of cetaceans in Albania.

	2006 – to date
	Tirana
	APAWA - MEFWA
	Project leader
	Digitalization of the borders of protected areas of Albania

	2006 – to date
	Tirana
	EU – StEMA Project
	Expert
	Hydrobiological monitoring in the Project Strengthening of Environmental Monitoring in Albania.

	2006 – to date
	Vlora
	ADRIATIC –GEF/SGP
	Expert
	Project: raising awareness on underwater natural values of Vlora Bay.  

	2006
	Tirana
	EU – Jacobs & Louis Berger, ELPA
	Expert
	Expert of biodiversity and protected areas in the project Environmental Legislation and Planning of Albania (ELPA). 

	2005 
	Tirana
	APAWA - MEFWA
	Expert
	Project: Inventory of coastal and Posidonia oceanica habitats in Albania.  

	2005 –   to date
	Tirana, Albania
	INTERREG III, Univ. Lecce, Univ. Tirana
	Expert
	Expert in the project “RiverNET: Rivers and citizens: functional restoration and sustainable development” 

	2005 –   to date
	Tirana, Albania
	RAC/SPA, MEDASSET, GEF/SGP, MoE
	Expert
	Expert of benthos in the project “Rapid Assessment Survey of the important habitats of marine turtles and monk seal in the coastal area of Albania 

	2005 –  up to date
	Tirana, Albania
	INTERREG III,           Univ. Lecce, Univ. Tirana
	Scientific coordinator
	Scientific coordinator of the project “Capacity building on laboratorical analyses for the control and conservation of aquatic transitional ecosystems” 

	2005
	Tirana, Albania
	INCA, REC
	Consultant
	Expert in the project “Zonation and Ramsar claim of the area Shkodra Lake – River Buna – Velipoja” 

	2005
	Tirana, Albania
	AMBO, JSF Albania - Austria
	Expert
	Expert hydrobiologist for the Environmental Impact Assessment for  “Construction of the Pipeline Italy – Albania” 

	2005
	Tirana, Albania
	OMV Albania, RPS Hydrosearch 
	Consultant
	Expert hydrobiologist for the Environmental Impact Assessment for “Seismic assessment of the Albanian coast” 

	2004 –   to date
	Tirana, Albania
	INTERREG III, Univ. Lecce, Univ. Tirana
	Expert
	Expert in the project “CADSES”: Ecological assessment of transitional waters in Adriatic and Danube region.” 

	2003 - 2005
	
	MESA, MNS
	Expert
	Expert in the project “Study of coastal and marine biodiversity of Lalzi Bay and Rodoni Bay

	2003 - 2004
	Tirana, Albania
	SORROS, MNS
	Expert
	Expert in the project “Information for Environmental Public Education” 

	2003-2004
	Tirana, Albania
	ABA-GEF/SGP
	Expert
	Expert in the project “Red Book of Flora and Fauna of Albania

	2003
	Italy
	ASA, CNR
	Coordinator
	Coordinator of the project “Assessment of the environmental quality of coastal lagoons using a new biotic index

	2003
	Germany
	Euronature
	Consultant
	Consultant in the project “General assessment of the ecological value of the Bojana/Buna delta 

	2002
	Tirana, Albania
	WRED, World Bank
	Expert
	Expert of zoobenthos in the project “Environmental and safety assessment in Port of Durres”.

	2002
	Tirana, Albania
	GEF/SGP
	Consultant
	Consultant in the project “Protection of Possidonia oceanica in the Albanian coast” (Massmedia and Environment,).

	2001
	Tirana, Albania
	ECK, GEF/SGP
	Expert
	Expert in the project “Protection of biodiversity of the River Mati” 

	2000 - 2002
	Tirana, Albania
	APAWA, GEF/SGP
	Team Leader
	Leader of the project “Protection of the natural values in the Lagoon of Patok and its surroundings”.

	2000 - 2001
	Tirana, Albania
	REC-Hungary
	Team Leader
	Leader of the project “Restoration of regional fauna-forming role of transboundary River Buna /Bojana”.

	2000 -    to date
	Tirana, Albania
	MNS, MEA
	Expert
	Expert in the project “Monitory of fauna of the Albanian Wetlands” 

	2000
	Tirana, Albania
	ABA-GEF/SGP
	Consultant
	Consultant in the project “Protection of natural values in the wetland area of Vjosa – Narta” 

	2000
	Ulcinj, Montenegro
	
	Consultant
	Consultant in the project “Toward a strategy of cooperation for the protection of biodiversity in the trans-boundary area Albania – Montenegro.

	1999 - 2000
	Tirana, Albania
	REC, GEF/SGP
	Coordinator
	Coordinator of the project “Methodical – technical qualification for protection of biodiversity 

	1999 - 2002
	Tirana, Albania
	World Bank, GEF
	Consultant
	Consultant in the “Lake Ohrid Conservation Project”

	1997
	Shkoder, Albania
	(PPNEA REC)
	Team Leader
	Leader of the project “Birds, a valuable wealth that co-exists with us” 

	1996
	Tirana, Albania
	PPNEA, Shkoder)
	
	Consultant in the project “Natural value of the hydrographic net Shkodra Lake – Drin River – Buna River – Velipoja.
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Beqiraj, S. 2003. Taxonomic and ecological data on malacofauna of Viluni Lagoon and characteristics of its habitats. Buletini i Shkencave Natyrore. Universiteti “Luigj Gurakuqi”. Shkoder: 99-109.

Beqiraj, S., Sulejmani, E. 2003. Taxonomic and ecological data on malacofauna of Karavasta Lagoon and characteristics of its habitats. Studime Biologjike. Tiranë: 97 – 110.

Beqiraj, S. 2004. A comparative taxonomic and ecological study with biogeographic data on malacofauna of Albanian coastal lagoons. University of Tirana (Doctoral thesis).
Beqiraj, S. 2004. Assessment of the situation of malacofauna in Karavasta Lagoon. –in “Dinamica Ambientale delle Aree Humide della Fascia Costiera Albanese”, Universita degli Studi di Bari: 67 – 73.

Kashta, L., Beqiraj, S., Mato, Xh., Xhulaj, M., Gaçe, A., Mullaj., A. 2005. Marine underwater meadows – green lungs of the Mediterranean. APAWA, Ed. Julvin. Tirana: 47 pp.

Beqiraj, S. 2006. Zoobenthos – In “Biodiversity in the area Lalzi Bay – Rodoni Bay. MSHN, MMPAU. Tiranë: 42 – 51.

Wager, J., Haywood, J., Vincent, R., Kumbaro, R., Kuçi, F., Beqiraj, S., Nuredini, F. 2006. Study for Integrated Territorial Planning of Drini Bay, including Strategic Environmental Assessment. EC, ELPA, Jacobs. Tirana.

Beqiraj, S., Laknori, O. 2006. Taxonomic and ecological assessment of the malacofauna of Patoku Lagoon. Buletini i Shkencave Natyrore – Universiteti i Shkodres. Nr. 56: 129 – 144.

Beqiraj, S., Dhora, Dh., La Perna, R. 2006. Molluscs from the Albanian coast: new data from coastal lagoons of the East Adriatic. Bolletino Malacologico. International Journal of Malacology. Milano (in press).

Languages:

	Language
	Reading
	Speaking
	Writing

	Albanian
	Mother tongue

	English
	Good
	Good
	Good

	French
	Good
	Fair
	Poor

	Italian
	Good
	Fair
	Poor

	German
	Poor
	Poor
	Poor


Others: 
International Certificate for Scientific Diving.

Expertise on study of underwater marine habitats and Posidonia oceanica meadows. 

Participation as a speaker and lecturer in several national and international scientific and environmental activities (expert meetings, congresses, conferences, seminars and trainings) organized by UNEP, RAC/SPA, European Council, REC, World Bank, University of Lecce, University of Napoli, Albanian Government etc., related to professional items, as well as protection and management of environment and biodiversity in national and regional scale.

