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Biosketch

Lecturer to graduate students in Fundamental Ecology at the University of Lecce. Member of the European Network of Excellence  Marine Biodiversity and Ecosystem Functioning (MARBEF) of the European Community. Member of the Mediterranean Group of IUCN's World Commission on Protected Areas - Marine (WCPA MMED) for the period 2005 – 2008. Consultant of Twinning Project MT04-IB-EN-02 for implementing the Habitat Directive. Co-organizer of three international courses on the design and the experimental analyses of hypotheses in ecological systems.
Research interests: biodiversity of marine assemblages (sessile invertebrates and meiofauna)

Specific research topics: 

· analysis of the distribution of populations and assemblages over hierarchies of spatial and temporal scales

· quantification of the effect of protection of marine protected areas and application of principles of community ecology to the conservation and management of marine ecosystems

· quantification of changes in coastal marine communities under the effects of anthropogenic disturbances

I have been involved in national and international projects with the aim of gaining a better understanding of the processes shaping marine assemblages, especially in subtidal and intertidal rocky habitat. Currently, one of the main research topics is the conservation of marine seascapes and associated assemblages. I’m also involved in several collaborative projects for the investigation of the effects deriving from the exclusion of human activities on habitats and assemblages, and for the identification of criteria and quantitative procedures for the planning and the implementation of network of Marine Protected Areas. The quantification of the effects of the most common sources of anthropogenic impact in the coastal marine environment through the use of a suite of analytical procedures (univariate and multivariate) and the study of the recovery of disturbed assemblages are also relevant aspects of my research. 
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